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Cheng Hoi Yip 4A

In October this year, nearly 120 form four stu-
dents participated in a 5-days Korean Cultural Ex- |

change Tour at Seoul organized by our school. During

culture of Korea, but also gained more meaningful ex-

perience in the process of communication and interac- g

tion, especially during the visit of the Jangpyung
Middle School.

We visited local high schools and universities at
Seoul. Before the tour, | was curious about and fanta-
sized the Korean education system. | wanted to know
more about “Is it easy to study at Seoul? Fouw does
the student progress? FHouw does the class work?” We
were warmly greeted by the teachers and students
when we arrived at the Jongpyung Middle School. At
the same time, the giant football field impressed me
much!

The Korean students brought us to have a school
tour. We visited different classrooms for different
subjects, such as the History Room for the history
class. The size of the classrooms was bigger than
that in Flong Kong. It seemed that the schools in Seoul
have a lot of education resources. Furthermore, the
Korean students explained that they have to learn 16
subjects, including the National Ethics and Mandarin!

During the school visit, | asked my new Korean
friend about the Koreon learning atmosphere. Like
Flong Kong, Korea also has a spoon-feed education cul-
ture. Korea students may even have to attend the tu-
torial class till 10’ o clock in the evening! It showed
that Korean students were facing a fierce competi-
tion for getting into the three well-known universi-
ties, collectively known as “SKY” in Seoul.

Tang Suet Ying 4B

K-pop and K-drama have entered our
daily life in recent years. While we are
watching school romance drama, we could
start imagining if we would be studying or
living in Korea one day.

Before | traveled to Korea with my
schoolmates, | was thinking in the same
way that studying in Korea would be
aomazing. You could possibly meet your
crush with lots of delicious Korean food.”
But after | went to Korea, that was not as
ideal as | had thought.

Cleorly, the Korean® s views are dif-
ferent from us. Although they face school
pressure, it is usually from their parents.
Korean students need to obey their par-
ents to go to tutorial lessons for long
hours after school. The Korean govern-
ment even passed a law,that all tutorial
lessons must end at 10 p.m. . As we could
see, the students were taking their
schoolwork seriously. It makes studying in
Korea really intense. And the students
there feel depressed easily.

Meanwhile, Koreans emphasize the
daily practice of the Confucionism. You
may feel a bit confused about it. Even if
you know your relatives very well, you
still need to talk to those who are older
than you politely. If you spoke in a casual
way, the Koreans would not appreciate
You as a hice person but regard you as an
impolite person. There is a huge cultural
gop between us. Maybe we still nheed to

B take a long time to get used to it.

To sum up, studying in Korea, you need
to face the pressure and cultural differ-

8 ences. When you learn more about their
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